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Title: The Presence and Absence of the Intellectuals and the Inheritance of the Kunqu Opera in
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Author: Xie Yufeng
Abstract: After the Sino—Japanese War of 1894 —1895, China was transforming from traditional to
modern society, the traditional scholar —bureaucrat became the modern literati class and became
conscious of national culture and their own responsibility. As to the inheritance of Kunqu Opera, in the
first half of the 20th Century, intellectuals played leading roles in three aspects of production: organizing
hundreds of Kunqu clubs in big modern cities like Shanghai, setting up many kinds of societies and
schools to train professional actors, and developing education of Kunqu Opera in universities and middle
schools. But in the second half of the 20th Century, when the government had crucial significance on
cultural construction, the intellectuals withdrew from these leading positions while the professional actors
and troupes took the leading role in the inheritance of Kunqu Opera. With the marginalization of the
intellectuals, it became harder and harder for the Kunqu Opera to survive.
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